Kindergarten was chosen as the place of this experiment because of its accessibility and because it was free from the requirements which a Kindergarten in the city system would have had to meet. The neighborhood in which this kindergarten is located is one of the worst in the city, and the children coming from the homes in this district are not representative of the great mass of children entering the first grade. There were thirteen children in the class. Of these three were from Polish homes where the language was predominantly Polish, and two from Yiddish homes, where the foreign language was spoken. One 
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Kindergarten was chosen as the place of this experiment because of its accessibility and because it was free from the requirements which a Kindergarten in the city system would have had to meet. The neighborhood in which this kindergarten is located is one of the worst in the city, and the children coming from the homes in this district are not representative of the great mass of children entering the first grade. There were thirteen children in the class. Of these three were from Polish homes where the language was predominantly Polish, and two from Yiddish homes, where the foreign language was spoken. One child came from an Italian home but in this case the family all spoke English.
The children with whom the experiment was made were all past five years of age. Four were six years of age, and one was seven.
The kindergarten where their training for the past year has been, is a most attractive place, with the best of pictures on the walls, a piano, goldfish, plants, and clean walls and floors. The teachers are welltrained in kindergarten work. A lunch is given to the children in mid-morning, accompanied with a glass of whole milk. The conditions as far as the kindergarten is concerned, are excellent. The aim of the experiment was to determine as far as possible the number of children who will be able to do the work of the first grade when they enter school in the fall of 1919. The method used was teaching the children by means of material which was available at the time, material often used merely as test material, but which is as truly valuable for didactic use. This included the Witmer formboard and cylinders, the Healy puzzles, both A and B, the Knox series of puzzles, three-, four-and five-piece picture puzzles, picture puzzles of animals and birds of from twelve to fifteen pieces, and picture puzzles of much greater complexity. With these were included color cubes, sticks, primers and anagrams. It was not the purpose of the experiment to continue teaching beyond a point where it seemed that the child was able to clearly indicate his ability to progress. Time and a Board 'of Managers conspired to limit the length of the experiment. Altogether, three weeks' instruction of forty-five minutes per day were given.
With the exception of two cases, the homes of the children were very bad. The general standard of living for all was very low, in one case the mother is a prostitute, and the conditions which follow this surround the child. In two other cases this is suspected, and the tone of the family is low. In two cases the father and mother fight to the scandal of the neighborhood; in another two cases the mother is a widow and having difficulty in keeping the family together. The No attempt was made to hasten the performances, and no time limit was made. The test was given the child and he was left to his own devices until he had completed it, the only requirement made was that he should continue his work until it was finished, or until he appeared fatigued to the point where the test was of no further value as didactic material for the time being. Later he would be given the material a second time, or more if necessary. No instruction was permitted. The same procedure was followed with the Knox and Healy tests and with the picture puzzles. In every case, the children found these a source of delight. The rapid workers were able to conquer four or five of these tests in a period. Slow workers often spent an entire period on one test, but it was to their own satisfaction as well as to that of the experimenter. A regular series of graded material was given with the color cubes, the whole class working together. With the exception of three who were absent, all of the children were able to do some of the designs. The first design was a solid color square of four cubes, the second a square of alternate colors, the third a square within a square, the fourth a chevron, the fifth a line of one color across a square of a solid color, and the sixth a zigzag design with eight blocks, really formed of a double chevron. Six of the children did the entire series, two, all but one of the series, one the first three of the series and one the first two. Neither of the latter were able to finish more than those they had finished the first day, and none of them liked the material. Of the three absent, all could make the more difficult designs on other occasions when the graded series were not used. With the exception of one child, all the children were able to put together picture puzzles of fifteen pieces. One or two on account of illness were unable to try this series.
With the exception of one child, the memory spans were either four or five, and one child had a memory span of six. The poorest child had a memory span of three, and this could not be raised to another digit in ten trials. The other children all had good enough trainability to raise their memory span in digits to the group one higher in less than ten repetitions.
Only the best of the group were able to put together the larger picture puzzles. These were the children who had the best memory span and the best trainability. There were six of these children. None of the other children wished to try the more difficult work, asking often for the formboards rather than the picture designs. Of the successful group two were six years old and the remainder five.
All of the children could count at least to five. Julia showed no interest in attempting to learn words or letters when tried on the second day. Her attention could not be held to the task of learning A, B and C when she was a member of a group as was necessary under the conditions under which the experimenter worked. Responses were made as somebody else, equally inattentive, responded. Since this condition seemed to be a matter of training, both at home where the children ate and slept, and at the kindergarten where they played games in which no great effort was made to require attention, Julia was given material which she could work on individually, and which it was hoped would prevent her, through its interest, from permitting her attention to wander at every stimulus. To this end, the Knox series of puzzles were given her. These she easily conquered in two sessions. Next she did picture puzzles of three, four and five parts. From these she graduated into picture puzzles of from twelve to fifteen parts. No encouragement was needed with the Knox tests. She liked to do these, and would spend the fortyfive minute period working these out without asking for anything else to do, running to the toilet or any other of the thousand and one devices she had used the previous two days to avoid trying. Praise was the incentive used to get her to try more elaborate picture puzzles, for these required a sustained effort on one thing longer than she cared to maintain. Long after some of the others refused to play with the Knox puzzles, she still tried to spend all her time upon them. The color cubes were distasteful to her, and it was only after she was firmly told she had to try them that she would touch them. Then she succeeded in making a solid color square, a square of alternate colors, a square within a square, a chevron, a line square, and the zigzag. After discovering how well she could perform these tests, she volunteered to make designs given on the cover of the box, and succeeded in reproducing three of them.
After having secured the necessary attention for the mechanical tests, Julia was able to sit down before a box of anagrams, and pick out any of several letters?A, B, C, I, O, R?at call, and to spell and write with the letters the words, it, is, cat, rat. She also learned to count to twelve easily, to count backward from five to one, and to give the number combinations up to five easily, counting out the results if she failed to remember. Her teacher co-operated in teaching her to hold her attention on one thing until it was done, and reported a marked improvement in her behavior both in the circle games and in the table work which she gave the children. She worked at one thing very persistently, oftentimes occupying her full time for forty-five minutes with one thing. Her distribution of attention was poor, and was the contributing element to her lack of ability to do puzzles and formboards. Mary's memory span was four, with five on two repetitions. She succeeded in learning in two weeks to do the Knox series of formboards, but it required a great deal of effort on her part. For two days she worked with the imbecile test before conquering it, but she never gave up. She was unable to make a square within a square with the color cubes, although she made a solid square and a square with two alternate colors. Even after being shown, Mary did not always succeed with the color cubes, and she never got along well with them. She liked to do the Knox puzzles, and always asked for them after half an hour's effort on something else. She did not learn to put the animal puzzles together, but was interested in anagrams, and built up words as well as did the others. The next day however, she did not remember what they were. She learned A, B, C, I and 0 and could pick them out from a group of other letters. She counted to ten, and could count out sums, but did not learn the combinations so that she could give them instantly.
Mary is very slow. In this boy's case, there is no doubt that he will fail to do first grade work. His memory span is too limited to make it possible for him to do good work. If at six and one-half years, he is as slow as he is, there is little hope that he will overcome this defect enough to make him a profitable student. His physical condition ought to be improved through the removal of his tonsils and dental care for his teeth. As it is he is a poor prospect for first grade.
